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It is said that we must know our 

customer to be a success. We 

have been disconnected from 

our customers, which are Clubs 

and Rotarians. 

I would like to see efficient and 

effective communication 

between Rotarians/Rotary 

Clubs and Rotary International. 

We are too far out of touch 

with the clubs and many do not 

stay in touch with what is going 

on in the organization. 

Barry Rassin, RI President

Rotary Club of   

Mindarie

District 9455 Club 83520
Chartered Nov 2010

Meets fortnightly 
on Wednesday

at Portofinos Restaurant
Quinns Drive, Mindarie

5:45pm for 6:00pm 

What is a What is a What is a What is a RotarianRotarianRotarianRotarian????
“I am a Rotarian because it allows me to be a part of the community. I enjoy 

getting to know and interacting with like-minded individuals who are dedicated 

to providing service at the local, national, and international levels.”

“Initially joining Rotary as a vehicle to serve the local community, I found Rotary 

to be a great organization for the purpose of networking with other business 

people and social interaction on a weekly basis.”

We share our time, talent and dollars in projects locally and internationally to 

change the lives of people we many never see or know.

• A Rotarian is a person who digs wells from which they will never drink,

• by serving others. A person who vaccinates children they will never meet,

• Who restores sight for those they will never see,

• Who builds houses they will never live in,

• Who educates children they will never know,

• Who plants trees they will never sit under,

• Who feeds hungry people, regardless of race, religion or politics,

• Who makes crawlers walk half a world away,

• Who knows real happiness, which as Albert Schweitser said, can only be 

found 

Fellow Rotarians will remind us that we had an opportunity to say "no" when we 

were asked to become a Rotarian. 

When we are asked to undertake a Rotary task, our inclination ought to be to say 

"yes." 

A Rotarian ought not to wait to be asked. He or she should exercise initiative, 

looking for opportunities to serve the club, the community and the world. 

Rotarians should try to participate in all five Avenues of Service, even if he or she 

concentrates on one or two of them. 

A Rotarian should embrace the 4-Way Test, the Object of Rotary, high ethical 

standards and the various credos and motto's of the organization. 

We should realize that other Rotarians need and deserve our support in 

adversity and in Rotary work. 

We are a family "united in peace and dedicated to service."

Shape the Future of your Rotary Club by just saying "Yes":

• Yes, I will lead that project

• Yes, I will be there to assist my fellow Rotarians at the various fundraisers

• Yes, I will bring in a new member

• Yes, I will share my ideas and my resources to make my club stronger

As the saying goes” you can donate your time, talent, and treasure” in whatever 

amount you have to help as a Rotarian.

And if you feel that you are “too busy” to pitch in, consider this: Perhaps the 

truth is that we are not too busy; we just have too many choices to make clear 

priorities.



Raise your hand if you have ever 

been victimised by whiskey?

President Jessica opened the meeting at 6:25pm.

Member apologies were delivered and PP Ralph was called 

upon to give the toast to Rotary and Australia.

Jessica mentioned that amongst the correspondence 

received was a request for a donation from a group in 

Thailand.

Ralph mentioned his attendance at the D9455 Changeover 

Dinner as well as attendance at the RYE get-together to 

farewell our overseas students.

Jessica called upon our newest member Lois to provide a 

brief overview of her background. Lois responded by 

advising that she is a West Australian born in Marble Bar. 

Until the end of June, she was a member of RC Matilda Bay 

but with her moving residence to Clarkson, she has now 

transferred to RC Mindarie. Lois works in the field of medical 

technology. She is also the current Secretary of the D9455 

RYE programme.

Ralph did the induction charge and presented our newest 

member to President Jessica who formally welcomed Lois to 

the Club.

There was discussion on a number of matters:

• Jessica and PP Sally will be meeting with OKSC 

Management re the issue of the toilet for Swap Mart 

somewhere within the next 10 days. This makes it 

unlikely that we will have time to print receipt books, and 

roadside signs, as the “projected” Swap mart relaunch is 

scheduled for the 5th August.

• Treasurer Fiona advised that we grossed some $1990 

from the Bunnings sausage sizzle and costs were $970. 

Mention was made that this gross was a little low and we 

would have expected $2300-$2400 but perhaps the start 

of the school holidays had an influence. There was 

discussion about the surplus of sausages and buns left 

over and it was generally agreed that we order less as the 

shops are available for further purchases on the day if we 

run out.

• Fiona mentioned that only three members had paid their 

membership dues (fully or partly) and advised members 

of the state of the finances. Discussion ensued about 

members who pay their dues but do not participate in 

any Club activities/events and, on whether or not 

spouse/partner membership discounts should be 

offered.

WEDNESDAY 11th JULY

at PORTOFINOS RESTAURANT

• President Jessica stated that she had previously had 

discussions with the now President of RC Joondalup 

(Eliza) about the two Clubs working together on 

fundraising and guest speakers as there is power in 

numbers. 

RC Joondalup are in favour of this idea and it has been 

suggested that two working committees be established 

with one focused on guest speakers and the other on

joint fundraising ideas. Each committee would comprise

four members with two members on each from the two 

Clubs.

• There was discussion about fundraising ideas such as  a 

raffle and Lois mentioned the fundraiser used internally 

at RC Matilda bay.

• Jessica advised that she is still looking for a member to 

take on the role of Secretary and referred to the job 

description she had been given by Ralph. She advised 

that she cannot perform both the role of President and 

Secretary and suggested that the role could be broken up 

into components and shared between members. 

Sally raised the idea that preparing the meeting 

agenda and notifying members could be done by all 

members on a roster basis. Jessica and Sally indicated

that they would prepare such a duty roster.

Other tasks relating to Board Meetings, membership,

correspondence etc. were not considered to be onerous.

• Ralph was asked if he would continue with the Bulletin to 

which he agreed and he would also assist with providing  

the graphics etc for events.

PP Nigel raised the matter of the Paul Harris Fellowship 

award for PP Sally. Jessica indicated that she had been 

unable to coordinate PDG Lindsay’s attendance at this 

meeting to present the award personally which Ralph had 

indicated was PDG Lindsay’s intent. It is still on the agenda 

for another meeting.

The meeting closed at 7;50pm.

YOUTHPROTECTIONANDYOUTHPROTECTIONANDYOUTHPROTECTIONANDYOUTHPROTECTIONAND

INSURANCEWORKSHOPINSURANCEWORKSHOPINSURANCEWORKSHOPINSURANCEWORKSHOP

August 12th, 0900-1200

Rotary Office

5th Floor

110 William Street, Perth

This workshop is for Youth and protection officers and insurance 

officers, clubs should send at least one and a maximum of two 

representatives, maximum of 60 Rotarians.

Online registration via the D9455 website



There is an old Chinese 

proverb that says that

‘when the wind of 

change blows some 

build walls and others 

build windmills’.

We in Rotary need to 

deal with the challenge

of change where the 

value proposition for people joining Rotary is being 

questioned.

In essence we have a choice of considering two future 

scenarios for Rotary in District 9455. The first 

is business as usual where we will continue to lose 

members and the number of Clubs will decline. Our 

ability to do projects will be reduced and our impact 

significantly weakened.

The second is a Bright future scenario where each of 

our Clubs have developed a vision for their future and 

are implementing a strategic plan focused on club 

development, increased humanitarian works and 

marketing and promoting our work.

Delivering a Bright Future scenario in our Clubs will not 

happen in just one year we need to develop and 

implement changes over a number of years and in this 

regard the District is committed to supporting strategic 

change programs over at least the next three years.

Rotary International has given our Clubs a great deal of 

flexibility so that they have the freedom to take 

responsibility for creating change. We do need to 

challenge the relevance of some of our 

traditions. Some of fundamental values such as our 

support of the four way test must of course be kept.

2018-19 Rotary International President Barry Rassin has 

stressed that we are a member based organisation and 

our members must come first. He has challenged all 

Clubs to put more emphasis on our public image, using 

social media to build our membership and attract the 

partners that can help us scale up our humanitarian 

service.

Rotary must continue its Polioplus campaign but also 

focus on the environment and dealing with 

climate. Most important of all, we need to Be the 

Inspiration for positive change, inspiring our clubs, our 

communities, and our organisation to face today’s 

challenges head on, with courage, optimism, and 

creativity.

Name Role

DG Charles Johnson District Governor

DGE Graham Peden Governor Elect AG Manager

PDG Lindsay Dry Immediate Past DG / Vice Governor
Convenor of College of Governors

Jon Bilson District Governor Nominee

Judy Dinnison Executive District Secretary

Kevin O’Malley District Treasurer

PDG Angus Buchannan Director of Governance and Compliance

Noel Allen Director of Foundation

PDG Hank De Smit Director of Leadership Development and 
Training

PDG Jerry Pilcher Director of Club Development / Director of 
Finance

Ron Gibson Director of Public Image and Marketing

Beatrice Cervi Director of Youth Programmes

PDG Patricia Canning Director of Service Projects

D9455 GOVERNOR’S COMMENTS

D9455 BOARD MEMBERS

What  i s t he speed of  dark? 

Our lives were enhanced by having Kaisla Kainulainen, 
from Finland, as our Rotary Youth Exchange student 

during this past year.
Sincere thanks to the Owens, Reids, Gilberts and 

Roberts for being such great hosts - again.

!Farewell Kaisla



WFKWFKWFKWFK is made up of a group of retired volunteer members of is made up of a group of retired volunteer members of is made up of a group of retired volunteer members of is made up of a group of retired volunteer members of 
the Perth metropolitan community in Western Australia.the Perth metropolitan community in Western Australia.the Perth metropolitan community in Western Australia.the Perth metropolitan community in Western Australia.
It is a totally volunteer based It is a totally volunteer based It is a totally volunteer based It is a totally volunteer based organisationorganisationorganisationorganisationwith no paid staff.with no paid staff.with no paid staff.with no paid staff.
It is financed entirely from funds donated by members of the It is financed entirely from funds donated by members of the It is financed entirely from funds donated by members of the It is financed entirely from funds donated by members of the 
community, many different philanthropic individuals, community, many different philanthropic individuals, community, many different philanthropic individuals, community, many different philanthropic individuals, 
businesses, clubs, schools, and government bodies.businesses, clubs, schools, and government bodies.businesses, clubs, schools, and government bodies.businesses, clubs, schools, and government bodies.
Approximately 340 wheelchairs are produced every month Approximately 340 wheelchairs are produced every month Approximately 340 wheelchairs are produced every month Approximately 340 wheelchairs are produced every month 
(approximately 3550 per year) and they are then (approximately 3550 per year) and they are then (approximately 3550 per year) and they are then (approximately 3550 per year) and they are then 
subsequently distributed world wide to these needy children.subsequently distributed world wide to these needy children.subsequently distributed world wide to these needy children.subsequently distributed world wide to these needy children.
These wheelchairs are locally designed specifically to These wheelchairs are locally designed specifically to These wheelchairs are locally designed specifically to These wheelchairs are locally designed specifically to 
conform with WHO guidelines. They are built specially for conform with WHO guidelines. They are built specially for conform with WHO guidelines. They are built specially for conform with WHO guidelines. They are built specially for 
rough terrain, adjustable for the child’s size, with postural rough terrain, adjustable for the child’s size, with postural rough terrain, adjustable for the child’s size, with postural rough terrain, adjustable for the child’s size, with postural 
supports, head rest, harness, a waterproof cushion, tray, tool supports, head rest, harness, a waterproof cushion, tray, tool supports, head rest, harness, a waterproof cushion, tray, tool supports, head rest, harness, a waterproof cushion, tray, tool 
kit, plus a knee rug, and a knitted toy.kit, plus a knee rug, and a knitted toy.kit, plus a knee rug, and a knitted toy.kit, plus a knee rug, and a knitted toy.

On On On On delivery of the chairs to the receiving sites, agency and delivery of the chairs to the receiving sites, agency and delivery of the chairs to the receiving sites, agency and delivery of the chairs to the receiving sites, agency and 
hospital personnel, therapists and individuals are involved in hospital personnel, therapists and individuals are involved in hospital personnel, therapists and individuals are involved in hospital personnel, therapists and individuals are involved in 
providing therapy in the field to ensure each ‘chair is providing therapy in the field to ensure each ‘chair is providing therapy in the field to ensure each ‘chair is providing therapy in the field to ensure each ‘chair is 
correctly adjusted and fitted to the receiving child to ensure correctly adjusted and fitted to the receiving child to ensure correctly adjusted and fitted to the receiving child to ensure correctly adjusted and fitted to the receiving child to ensure 
they are comfortable in their new chair.they are comfortable in their new chair.they are comfortable in their new chair.they are comfortable in their new chair.

For For For For every $200 donated in support of the WFK program, a every $200 donated in support of the WFK program, a every $200 donated in support of the WFK program, a every $200 donated in support of the WFK program, a 
child gains a new wheelchair giving him or her this new child gains a new wheelchair giving him or her this new child gains a new wheelchair giving him or her this new child gains a new wheelchair giving him or her this new 
experience of freedom of mobility for the first time in their experience of freedom of mobility for the first time in their experience of freedom of mobility for the first time in their experience of freedom of mobility for the first time in their 
life, and often easing the burden for personal life, and often easing the burden for personal life, and often easing the burden for personal life, and often easing the burden for personal carerscarerscarerscarers....

One of the most popular events organised by the Rotary
Club of West Lakes (SA) is the Bright Hours lunch held in
the West lakes Community Centre for 250 senior citizens
in our community; so popular in fact that demand exceeds
the number of places available.
The lunch provides an early
Christmas lunch complete
with Father Christmas and
entertainment, which in
recent years has included
the junior choir from West
Lakes Shore Primary School
and Wobbles the clown.
Organising and running this
event would not be possible without the wonderful
support of our Friends of Rotary group in addition to our
own members.

BRIGHT HOURS LUNCH

The Rotary e-Club of NextGen

Australia is an exciting example

of the evolution of Rotary into

the current technologically-

driven world. 

Our club members discuss their community and service 

projects weekly via online video chat meetings, as well as 

frequent face-to-face meetings and social events in and 

around the clubs base on the Gold Coast, Australia. The 

online nature of our clubs operations provide a unique 

opportunity for members to engage in projects at a local, 

regional and global level, with guest speakers, projects and 

members collaborating from across the world.

Central Blue Mountains Rotary Club (NSW) has over 
the last fifteen years (since around 2002) been 

assembling and giving away winter food hampers in 
July and Christmas food hampers in December.

The hampers go to families in need in the upper and 
mid mountains.

These hampers are distributed by the local 
neighbourhood centres and community groups.

MID-YEAR AND CHRISTMAS 

HAMPERS FOR THE NEEDY

School in a Bag AustraliaSchool in a Bag AustraliaSchool in a Bag AustraliaSchool in a Bag Australia
School In A Bag
Australia is an exciting 
concept whereby the 
Rotary Club of Orange 
Daybreak organises the 
provision of school bags 

and contents including pens, pencils, books, lunch 
boxes, drink bottles etc. to needy children across 
the world. The initial bags will be sent to Timor-
Leste. Each bag is numbered and if you donate one 
you can track its adventures across the world.

The project has developed in conjunction 
with SIAB in the United Kingdom and is 
supported financially by donations and fundraising 
organised by the Rotary Club of Orange Daybreak.

Why are there 5 syllables in the word 

“monosyllabic”?



Great job Phil Cordery

who runs the 

Rotary Out West  blog

“It Was A Tragedy” Lions Who Killed 

Poachers Say They Forgot To Take 

Selfie For Social Media

The pride of lions who attacked and killed a 
group of rhino poachers in a South African 
game park say they have made a grave and 
regrettable error by not capturing the image 
for socials.

“That would’ve been 10,000 likes minimum,” 
Greg, one of the lions told journalists this 
morning.

“Just imagine. Me sitting there smiling next 
to a human head I’d hacked off. People love 
that stuff. 
I would’ve looked so cool”.

He said he forgot to take a snap because he 
got caught up in the excitement. “It kinda
made the whole thing a waste of time. You 
spend all night tracking and hunting these 
guys, then you finally kill them and you’ve got 
nothing to show for it. 
Now people won’t know how big and scary I 
am”.
He said he was getting the human heads 
stuffed to put on the wall of his den.

 The 'You are here' arrow on a map is called the IDEO 

locator.

 At - 40 degrees Centigrade a person loses about 14.4 

calories per hour by breathing. 

 A lion's roar can be heard from five miles away. 

 Snails can sleep for 3 years without eating. 

 There is about 200 times more gold in the worlds oceans, 

than has been mined in our entire history. 

 Hair and nails do not continue to grow after death. The skin 

recedes, making it appear to grow. 

 Windmills always turn counter-clockwise. Except for the 

windmills in Ireland. 

 Termites eat wood twice as fast when listening to heavy 

metal music. 

 In the southern hemisphere, water always swirl anti-

clockwise down into a pipe. 

 About 8 million blood cells die in the human body every 

second, and the same number are born each second.

Eighteen per cent of all global carbon dioxide emissions are 

from cars. 

 35 meters of hair fiber is produced every day on the 

average adult scalp. 

 Hair is the fastest growing tissue in the body, second only to 

bone marrow. 

 The term Cop comes from Constable on Patrol, which is a 

term used in England. 

 Onions get their distinctive smell by soaking up sulfur from 

the soil. 

 Guinness Book Of Records holds the record for being the 

book most stolen from Public Libraries. 

 Tokyo has had 24 recorded instances of people either killed 

or receiving serious skull fractures while bowing to each 

other with the traditional Japanese greeting. 

 A cat's urine glows under a black light. (I wonder who was 

paid to figure that out.)



$9.2 million

The amount The Rotary Foundation has 
spent to grow local economies and reduce 
poverty last year

795 million  

People — or 1 in 9 people in the world — do 
not have enough to eat

60%

of the world’s hungry people are women and 
girls

70%

of the world’s poorest people live in rural 
areas and depend on agriculture and related 
activities for their livelihood

Nearly 800 million people live on less than 
$1.90 a day. Rotary members are passionate 
about providing sustainable solutions to 
poverty.
Our members and our foundation work to 
strengthen local entrepreneurs and 
community leaders, particularly women, in 
impoverished communities.
We provide training and access to well-
paying jobs and financial management 
institutions.

It is a big country, a really big countryIt is a big country, a really big countryIt is a big country, a really big countryIt is a big country, a really big country
Australia is the 6th biggest country in the world (the top 5, in 
this order, are Russia, Canada, China, United States, and 
Brazil). 
It is a grand total of 7,682,300 km² (2,966,200 miles²). 
That makes it about 32 times bigger then the UK, 22 times 
bigger than Germany, 12 times bigger than France, and a 
whopping 59 times bigger than Greece.
Western Australia is a state of Australia. It is 2,645,615 

km², and if it was a country it would be the 10th biggest 

country in the world. France would easily fit inside 

Western Australia 4 times, Germany over 7 times, the UK 

almost 11 times and England over 20 times.


