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Meets every second Wednesday

At Quinns Mindarie Community Centre.

5:30pm for 6:00pm 

"However each of us chooses to 

serve, we do it because we know 

our service makes a difference in 

the lives of others. 

Whether we are building a new 

playground or a new school, 

improving medical care or 

sanitation, training conflict 

mediators or midwives, we know 

that the work we do will change 

people's lives - in ways large and 

small - for the better".

Ian H S Riseley, 

President, 

Rotary International 2017-18
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you can 
make a difference

1. Prioritize1. Prioritize1. Prioritize1. PrioritizeUnless you are a member of a large club, it is probably best to focus your club’s energy on only one main goal each year, as opposed to pursuing many different goals. A year goes by quickly. Trying to achieve too many goals may mean not achieving any of them very well.Our top priority was to rebuild our membership. After many years of decline, we started the year officially with 18 members. Practically, we had atbest 15, because two told us they were relocating over the summer and another had to be terminated.Of those 15, only about half were fully engaged. Thanks to a few initiatives, and a bit of luck, we ended up with 40 members. In some areas, we did well with our objective. In others, we still have a long way to go. But what helped is we had one main strategic objective.2. Invest in your local community2. Invest in your local community2. Invest in your local community2. Invest in your local communityMany clubs are involved in both local and international service projects. I work in international development, so it is important to me that Rotary implements projects in developing countries. However, it is also clear to me that what sustains most clubs is local service, not international projects. International projects often involve only a few dedicated members, while local projects are likely to involve many members and attract people who are more likely to be member prospects.3. Serve your members3. Serve your members3. Serve your members3. Serve your membersSometimes, there is a bit of a debate among Rotary as to whether we are a membership organization or a service organization. It seems to me Rotary is by nature a membership organization first. Without a strong membership, Rotarians can’t achieve as much in their service work.Clubs needs to respond to the needs and preferences of their members. This may mean a stronger focus on service in some clubs. But it may mean in other clubs something else, like attracting great speakers. Clubs do need to engage in service work. This is an imperative, and I would not remain a Rotarian if this were not the case. My own priority in Rotary is to engage in service work.But not all Rotarians have the same priorities, and priorities can change depending on the stage of one’s own life. There are multiple ways to contribute, and all should be celebrated. Diversity is a strength Rotary clubs can embrace.

By Quentin Wodon, PP of the Rotary Club of Capitol Hill, 
Washington, D.C., USA

Every year, 35,000 new presidents pick up the reins to guide their Rotary clubs. 

Having recently completed a year as president myself, I thought it would be 

beneficial to share three lessons I learned from the experience.

3 LESSONS I LEARNED AS A

ROTARY CLUB PRESIDENT
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Our first meeting at our potential new premises opened at 

6:20pm.

President Ralph welcomed our guests  DG Lindsay Dry and ADG 

Fred Morrell and  new member prospects Steven and Anthony 

Wellbeloved and Angela Williams .  

Apologies had been received from PP Karina, Tracey, Margaret, 

Violet, Dave and Andrea  as well as the “standing” apologies from 

our “leave of absence” members  Kelly and Nick. New member 

prospects Jan and Tony had also tendered apologies for this 

meeting.

As our RYE student Kaisla is not attending, we will not be having 

a presentation from her about her life in Finland.

The toast to Rotary and Australia was given by PP Nigel.

There were no make-ups, Incoming correspondence had been 

received from:

• City of Wanneroo re Opening of the Community Centre

• City of Wanneroo re Australia Day Awards

• The Hon Peter Collier, MLC

• Foodbank

• Australian Rotary Health re Lift The Lid fundraising

President Ralph spoke about the tumultuous last nine months of 

the Club and the loss of members. However, he felt that the Club 

was on an upswing as we now had a “home” and there were 

some 7 prospective members showing interest in joining the 

Club. He mentioned the improved relationship building with 

Mercycare, Mindarie PS and Butler College and the benefits 

these would bring.

Matters discussed included:

• Thanks to Dave, Fiona, Myrtle and Jessica for the fantastic 

effort at Caversham sausage sizzle. We netted $1300 on a 

wet and windy day. PP Darren arranged for us to have this 

opportunity at the launch of the Community Centre.

• Swap Mart continues but is attracting limited numbers of 

buyers and sellers despite advertising. There was discussion 

about alternative venues (mostly outdoors). It was generally 

agreed that having a Farmer’s Market is a better longer term 

option. Other alternatives were also discussed.

• We will be doing a free sausage sizzle at the City of 

Wanneroo’s Opening of the Quinns Mindarie Community 

Centre next Saturday. As a form of fundraising, we 

determined that we should sell the Deals4Locals discount 

books.

• Ralph attended a morning tea at Mercycare Merriwa and 

found it interesting due to the people that attended. He 

recommended that Members should make an effort to attend 

future gatherings.

• As we did last year, the Club will be assembling and handing 

out Christmas hampers. However, we need a champion to 

coordinate all the efforts

• The next Rotary Means Business event is to be held on 3rd

October at the Subiaco Hotel. Rotarians are invited to bring 

guests.

• Brian advised that he had received 3 nominations for the 

4 Way Test Speech Competition from Butler College and 

Irene McCormack Catholic College and expects to have 

some more shortly. The Club selection heats are 

scheduled for 8th November.

• Other Rotary club events mentioned include:

• RC Joondalup Quiz Night 14th October

• RC Scarborough Quiz Night 13th October

• RC Hilarys Quiz Night 7th October

• RC Como 6th Annual Car Show

• World Polio Day 24th October with Clubs being 

asked to stage a fund raising event.

DG Lindsay was then asked to address those present and the 

following points were raised:

• An active club can be considered an attractive club so 

members need to be involved in something

• New members should be asked to come up with a 

project that is of interest to them and this will ensure 

buy-in

• As Rotarians, we need to tell the Rotary story from a 

personal perspective i.e. what a members as an 

individual gets out of it

• With RCM’s relationship with Mindarie PS and other 

schools, he would like to see EarlyAct involvement

• He mentioned the Cans for Christmas initiative used by 

RC Dalkeith to get public donations of food for the needy 

and homeless and suggested that this could be 

something RCM could also do

• As to guest speakers, he recommended that RCM call 

upon his Management Team members who have a 

wealth of Rotary experience and knowledge.

• He encouraged Mindarie to work more closely with 

other Clubs such as Joondalup, Hilarys and Wanneroo. 

• He noted that many Clubs put effort into overseas 

projects and that we perhaps need to look more closely 

at assisting our own rural clubs. Foundation grants could 

be used for this purpose as would joint effort with other 

city clubs as rural clubs are doing it hard.

He closed with the view that as Rotarians we should also 

enjoy life whilst we undertake our efforts

.ADG Fred stated that he would like to see more joint 

project efforts and partnerships in our Zone 3 Group F 

(Joondalup, Hilarys, Wanneroo and Mindarie) and that we 

should have at least  one joint meeting and  one joint social  

event each quarter. 

Ralph advised members that the AGM is scheduled for the 

25th October and all relevant material can be downloaded 

from the website.

He advised that the next meeting will be on the 11th

October at this Community Centre. Hopefully Kaisla will be 

giving a presentation.

The meeting closed at 19:40

When people tell me “You are going to regret that 

in the morning.” I sleep until noon because I am a 

problem solver.



On behalf of District Governor Lindsay Dry we invite you to 

be part of the first Club Development and Membership 

Forum for this year.

We ask that you save the date

Sunday – 29th October 2017

Mt. Lawley Senior High School – Woodsome Street – Mt. 

Lawley 8.30am – 12.30am 

Tea, Coffee and Morning Tea will be supplied

EVERYONE IS WELCOME – We will offer Electronic 

attendance for members outside the Metropolitan area

Proposed Agenda

• Building Strong Clubs – a focus on Membership 

Recruitment & Retention

• We aim for every member to leave with at least three 

positive ideas for their Clubs

• Focus on Retention – framing the issues

• Building Retention (current initiatives)

• Networking Group

• Sustainable Models to grow Clubs with responsible 

recruitment

• Club Show Case – things that are working

• Discussion and workshop – setting goals and focus –

achievable goals and time-frames

My friends, this will be your opportunity to share and to 

hear ideas that will help our Clubs grow, sustainably, 

building our future so that our wonderful legacy is never 

lost. We need to ensure that Rotary in Western Australia 

continues to grow, develop and adapt. This is your 

opportunity to help that happen.

- Jerry Pilcher

More Australians 
Requiring Thumb 
Replacements Due To 
Increased Demands Of 
Scrolling

Hospitals have reported a growing incidence of 
‘thumb decay’, as people spend more time scrolling to 
find something remotely interesting on their phones.
In some cases, patients as young as eight have 
needed their entire thumb replaced after the 
original thumb was ground down to its nub.
“Thumb decay is a growing problem,” surgeon Mark 
Spirosa said, pointing to figures that show adult 
thumbs are 20% more worn down than a generation 
ago. “I had one patient who spend 26 hours straight 
trying to get to the end of his Facebook feed and 
ended up losing two thumbs”.
He said that as more and more people post 
excruciatingly pointless pictures of themselves on 
social media, we were being forced to scroll further 
to get to something even moderately interesting.

- The Shovel

Rotary Out West

Phil Cordery’s blog for info about D9455 and D9465

http://rotaryoutwest.blogspot.com.au

A wheel has been the symbol of 

Rotary since our earliest days. 

The first design was made by

Chicago Rotarian Montague Bear, 

an engraver who drew a simple

wagon wheel, with a few lines to 

show dust and motion. 

The wheel was said to illustrate 

"Civilization and Movement." Most of the early clubs had some 

form of wagon wheel on their publications and letterheads. 

Finally, in 1922, it was decided that all Rotary clubs should 

adopt a single design as the exclusive emblem of Rotarians. 

Thus, in 1923, the present gear wheel, with 24 cogs and six 

spokes was adopted by the "Rotary International Association." A 

group of engineers advised that the geared wheel was 

mechanically unsound and would not work without a "keyway" 

in the center of the gear to attach it to a power shaft. So, in 

1923 the keyway was added and the design which we now 

know was formally adopted as the official Rotary International 

emblem. 

THE ROTARY WHEELTHE ROTARY WHEELTHE ROTARY WHEELTHE ROTARY WHEEL



ROTARY MEANS BUSINESS
Business Networking Event

3rd October 2017

4:30 – 7:30pm

Stellar Lounge Subiaco Hotel

GUEST SPEAKER

ADAM MANNERS

ANZ CYBERCRIME SPECIALIST

LIMITED PLACES so register at no charge 

ASAP https://rmboct17.eventbrite.com.au

FREE BUSINESS NETWORKING EVENT FOR ALL 

ROTARIANS

However, we ask for $20 contribution to our 

COMMUNITY RAFFLE to be drawn at THE EVENT

HOT SNACKS AND FIRST DRINK COVERED

MANY DOOR PRIZES

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO BRING A GUEST (MUST 

PROVIDE NAMES ON BOOKING SITE)

BRING YOUR ROTARY CLUB NAME PLATE / BADGE TO 

WEAR AT THE MEETING AND BRING BUSINESS CARDS

A U.S. Senate hearing held after the Titanic disaster revealed that the iceberg that caused the fatal gash in the Titanic’s hull had dangerous design flaws, lacked modern safety features and should never have been allowed to go to sea.

A Chinese Doctor can't find a job in a Hospital in Perth, so he opens 

his own clinic and puts a sign outside

'GET TREATMENT FOR $20 - IF NOT CURED GET BACK $100.'

An local lawyer thinks this is a great opportunity to earn $100 and 

goes to the clinic.

Lawyer: 'I have lost my sense of taste.'

Chinese: 'Nurse, bring medicine from box No. 22 and put 3 drops in 

patient's mouth.'

Lawyer: 'Ugh. this is kerosene.'

Chinese: 'Congrats, your sense of taste is restored. Give me $20.'

The annoyed lawyer goes back after a few days to recover his 

money.

Lawyer: 'I have lost my memory. I cannot remember anything.'

Chinese: 'Nurse, bring medicine from box no. 22 and put 3 drops in 

his mouth.'

Lawyer (annoyed): 'This is kerosene. You gave this to me last time 

for restoring my taste.'

Chinese: 'Congrats. You got your memory back. Give me $20.'

The fuming lawyer pays him, and then comes back a week later 

determined to get back $100.

Lawyer: 'My eyesight has become very weak I can't see at all.'

Chinese: 'Well, I don't have any medicine for that, so take this 

$100.'

Lawyer (staring at the note): 'But this is $20, not $100!!'

Chinese: 'Congrats, your eyesight is restored. Give me $20'

The human mind treats a new idea the same way the 

body treats a strange protein; it rejects it."

Wednesday 8th November,  Hoyts Carousel Cinemas

MURDER ON THE ORIENT EXPRESS

“A Rotary club is autonomous, 
free to seek its own outlets for 
service. This is a source of 
strength. 
Springing from it is the ability of 
a club to adapt itself to the local 
community.” 



WEDNESDAY 

25th OCTOBER

The Annual General Meeting of the Rotary Club of 

Mindarie will be held on 

Wednesday 25th November at the 

Whale and Ale Tavern, Clarkson.

It will commence at 6pm

All Club Members are entitled to attend and vote for the 

Office Bearers of the Club for 2018/19.

All the required information regarding the AGM is 

available for download on the Club website including the 

Nomination and Proxy Voting Forms.

Note:

• Any member of the club can be nominated for any of 

the positions.

• If you cannot attend you can register a Proxy Vote i.e. 

assign your voting rights to another member

A mighty thanks to Dave, Fiona, Myrtle and Jessica for their 

Great effort on Saturday 23rd September at the Taylor Estate 

Sausage sizzle in Caversham.

Despite the wind and 

rain, the Club managed

to net $1300 and 

impressed the organisers

(City of Swan councillors,

Western Corporate and 

St George Bank)with our

efficiency.

Thanks too to PP Darren

who managed to create

this opportunity for us.



Most Rotarians are successful professional and business 

people because they hear opportunities knock and take 

advantage of them. 

The opportunity for Rotary fellowship occurs at each club 

meeting, but not all members hear it knocking. 

The  club meeting is a special privilege of Rotary 

membership. It provides the occasion to visit with fellow 

members, to meet visitors you have not known before, 

and to share your personal friendship with other 

members. 

Rotary clubs that have a reputation for being "friendly 

clubs" usually follow a few simple steps: 

• First, members are encouraged to sit in a different 

seat or at a different table each week. 

• Second, Rotarians are urged to sit with a member 

they may not know as well as their long-time personal 

friends. 

• Third, members invite new members or visitors to 

join their table just by saying: "Come join us, we have 

an empty chair at this table." 

• Fourth, members share the conversation around the 

table rather than merely eating in silence or talking 

privately to the person next to them. 

• Fifth, Rotarians make a special point of trying to get 

acquainted with all members of the club by seeking 

out those they may not know. 

When Rotarians follow these five easy steps, an entirely 

new opportunity for fellowship knocks each week. Soon 

Rotarians realise that warm and personal friendship is 

the cornerstone of every great Rotary club. 

FELLOWSHIP

One of the most widely quoted statements of business 

ethics in the world is The Four-Way Test.

It was created by Rotarian Herbert J Taylor in 1932 when he 

was asked to take charge of the Chicago based club 

aluminIum company which was facing bankruptcy. He 

became President of Rotary International in 1954-55. 

The Four-Way Test was adopted by Rotary in 1943 and has 

been translated in more than 100 languages and published 

in thousands of ways.

For all of you in the Rotary world, the message through the 

Four-Way Test should be known and followed.

Perhaps it is worth reflecting as to the reason why 

you joined Rotary? Here are some views from 

Rotarians around the world.

“I am a Rotarian because it allows me to be a part of the 

community. I enjoy getting to know and interacting with 

like-minded individuals who are dedicated to providing 

service at the local, national, and international levels. I also 

enjoy the friendship and the sense of camaraderie that 

working together on projects and socializing at the weekly 

meetings provides. Joining Rotary was the best decision I 

have made in my professional life.”

“I originally joined Rotary because I saw membership as a 

great way to participate in projects to improve our 

community. I was most interested in joining an 

organization that was supportive of education, and the 

Rotary Club of Pacific Grove has fulfilled that goal many 

times over, with emphasis on helping our local schools 

adjust to financial hard times. I’ve now been a member for 

nearly 15 years, and I have realized that Rotary has 

become important to me in other ways as 

well. Membership provides a wonderful opportunity to 

make friends, to learn about a wide variety of subjects, and 

to network with business people and community leaders 

who share similar principles and goals. I particularly 

appreciate that we hear fascinating speakers every week –

on very diverse topics!”

“ I joined because living in a community you want it to be 

the best it can be and for that to happen you have to take 

some ownership and participate. Now 26 years on both my 

wife (a PDG) and I remain very involved at club, district, 

zone, regional and international levels ... it is amazing 

where saying "yes" to opportunities can take you as we 

never set out to be this engaged and actually do not seek 

engagement out ... a "yes" just seems to happen.”

Ask yourself why are you in Rotary?

WHY DID I JOIN 

ROTARY


