
Meeting 1st of April 2015

The meeting was opened by Rotarian Nick Gerrard as President Sally was busy ‘up north on

site’, and Started at 5.45pm

Toast: Mike Gilbert

Visitors: Shirley (past Rotarian), Geoff Russell

Guest speaker: PP Darren Meakins - Romanian and Swiss

adventure plus Ada and Sara Meakins
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Youth Report
Date: 01/04/2015

Rotary Exchange

Inbound
Alice has moved to Kelly Bakers (Paige family ) home on Sunday 28th March She was welcomed by the fam-

ily with a Pizza making night.

Awesome Pizza night... welcome to our beau� ful new exchange daughter Alice Tara making her first complete-
ly home made pizzas...

Watching the sun set a� er a great training session  — with Mick Saunders (Host Dad)
Kelly Barker (Host Mum) Alice Tara, Angie Barker

—————————————————————————————————————————————————--
Future inbound Maude from France- A huge thank you Rotary Members who have put up their hands to host
2015 /2016

Mike Gilbert and his family July –Sept 2015
Tracey Roberts and her family late Jan 2016-April 2016
Alan Ward and his family possibly either Oct-Dec 2015 or May –July 2016 TBC

Announcements
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THE ROTARY

FOUR-WAY TEST

The Four-Way Test is a non-

partisan and non-sectarian ethi-

cal guide for Rotarians to use for

their personal and professional

relationships. The test has been

translated into more than 100

languages, and Rotarians recite

it at club meetings:

Of the things we think, say or do

Is it the TRUTH?

Is it FAIR to all concerned?

Will it build GOODWILL and

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

Will it be BENEFICIAL to all

concerned?

RYPEN

Date is 15-17th May 2015 only have 4 applica-
tions to date. Emergency phone call to Hank
De Smit (District Youth Director) to engage
Youth Directors in the district to make sure
they have received the forms.

The forms now are on the district website:
http://www.rotarydistrict9455.org.au/news/7418/

rotary-youth-program-of-enrichment/?
type_fr=45

Also available on Mindarie website
http://www.rotarymindarie.com/#!about2/c1jdo

——————————————————————-
Mike Gilbert thanked us for the funds which
assisted the Klang Special School from Malaysia.

Announcements



Behind The Badge
Ralph Sirmulis

My name is Ralph Sirmulis. The origin of the
name is Latvian (from northern Europe).

I am first generation Australian although I could
well have been first generation American.

My parents were displaced persons (refugees)
at the end of WWII and were in Naples where
there were two ships.

One was going to the USA and the other to Aus-
tralia. They thought about it and chose Australia
because it was further away from the Russians
than the USA.

I could well have been born in Minnesota but instead I was born in St
Leonards NSW at the Royal North Shore Hospital.

My full name is actually Ojars Ralph Sirmulis - my parents did actually give
me a Latvian first name and an English middle name.

We lived in Parramatta and at around 9-10 years old, I was fortunate to
get a scholarship to attend Australia's oldest private/independent school.

Following patronage from King William IV the NSW Parliament passed an
act that established the Kings School and it opened its doors on Valentines
Day 1831. That makes it 184 years old.

I was the only European at the school and spent 9 years there at the Pre-
paratory School and the Senior School.

Here I was introduced to Rugby which I ended up playing for some 30
years.

After completing the HSC, I went to Sydney University and, unlike many of
my fellow students who wanted to be doctors, lawyers, engineers etc., I
didn't know what I wanted to do, so I studied Science (Biology).

However, when I left University, I thought that computing seemed and
interesting area and was lucky to get a job in the field.

Announcements



Behind The Badge cont’d — Ralph Sirmulis

I married for the first time after leaving University and I have two daugh-
ters - one now 39 and the other 37. However, after 17 years of marriage I
went through a divorce.

After several years learning the "computing ropes", I was hired by an Eng-
lish management consulting firm and was educated in the consulting trade.
This really entailed learning to write reports, proposals etc. word by word,
sentence by sentence and how to present to senior executives in organisa-
tions. Eventually the English firm was acquired by Price Waterhouse,

the international accounting firm and in Australia, operated as Price Water-
house Urwick (the management consulting arm of the business).

I worked as a senior consultant and eventually Director in the business.

What is management consulting you may ask? Well the sort of work that I
did was meet with CEOs and try to convince them to use very expensive
consulting services to improve business processes, undertake feasibility
studies,

define business and ICT strategies and review how effectively they may be
operating. Some of the examples of the work that I undertook was a World
Bank sponsored job to review rail freight traffic systems in India, an Asian
Development Bank job to determine the effectiveness of port costing sys-
tems in 5 ports in Northern China, seconded as CIO for the Genting Group
in Malaysia (Genting originally built and operated the Burswood and Ade-
laide casinos) and undertook a strategy to implement a banking network in
Indonesia. I spent most of the nineties working in South East Asia including
Philipines, Thailand, Indonesia and even did a brief job in Tonga.

In 2005 I was feeling a little flat and needing a sea change. Under encour-
agement from a friend, I emigrated to WA and worked briefly with him on
some property development work. In 2008, I attended a wedding and had
been setup with a "blind date" at the reception. This was my now wife Myr-
tle who I married in 2008.

What I am looking for from Rotary is meeting people, undertaking interest-
ing project work and feeling part of a group.

What I bring to Rotary is my time and my experience, however this may
assist.

Announcements



Guest Speaker — PP Darren Meakins ROTARY AVENUES OF
SERVICE

We channel our commitment to service at

home and abroad through five Avenues of

Service, which are the foundation of club

activity.

Club Service focuses on making clubs

strong. A thriving club is anchored by

strong relationships and an active mem-

bership development plan.

Vocational Service calls on every

Rotarian to work with integrity and con-

tribute their expertise to the problems

and needs of society.

Community Service encourages every

Rotarian to find ways to improve the

quality of life for people in their

communities and to serve the public

interest.

International Service exemplifies our

global reach in promoting peace and

understanding. We support this service

avenue by sponsoring or volunteering on

international projects, seeking partners

abroad, and more.

Youth Service recognises the im-
portance of empowering youth and young
professionals through leadership
development programs such
as Rotaract, Interact, Rotary Youth Leader-
ship Awards, and Rotary Youth Exchange

Darren presented a review on their recent family trip to

Romania and Switzerland last December / January.

Romania was a family holiday to visit Mirela’s family (we hadn’t

seen her parents in 7 years). Winter had arrived and the

average daily temperature was about 5°.

The children loved it as it snowed shortly after arriving.

They enjoyed snowball fights and some ice skating in the local

public ice rink.

We spent quality time with family, which is number one to us,

and it was a most valuable experience for all.

My parents were also there and as a close family it’s important

that we share in Mirela’s family and culture.

We spent a few weeks in Romania in the lead up to Christmas

and celebrated our first white Christmas together.

It is important to us that our children learn and experience their

family culture; the girls shared with their cousin the tradition of

Christmas Carol singing (in Romanian) going door to door.

In addition got to see the sites of Bucharest and visit close rela-

tives and their farms.

————————————————————————————-

We visited Switzerland for one week and celebrated New

Year’s Eve with our ‘Eva’ (past Mindarie Exchange Student

from 2013 / 2014). We were welcomed by a beautiful family as

we were old friends from way back. We were made to feel

comfortable and the Rueggs’ went out of their way to ensure we

had a memorable experience.

We enjoyed stunning site seeing, skiing and just spending

quality time with wonderful people.

The Exchange Program brings enrichment to our lives through

sharing and understanding cultures ordinarily not experienced.

I’m proud of Eva and the way she conducted herself in

Australia; after visiting her family Kurt, Ursula, Nina and Carla

it’s no surprise that Eva’s qualities came from a great family.

Darren Meakins (Ada & Sara Meakins)
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Photos

We had a special

surprise with Eva

joining us from

Switzerland via

Skype!!

Two extra special Guest

Speakers also gave a

great presentation;

Darren’s daughters Ada

(9) and Sara (7)
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Photos—Romania

The ‘People’s House’

Local train stop

Danube River with Bulgaria on the other side
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Photos—Switzerland

Above — Eva, Kurt (Dad), Ursula (Mum)

Middle Left — Nina, (sister), Eva and

Mirela
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Members

Current ‘Leave of Absence”

PP Barry Rose

May and Staff

from Essence

Cafe
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Object of

Rotary

The Object of Rotary is to encour-

age and foster the ideal of service

as a basis of worthy enterprise

and, in particular, to encourage

and foster:

FIRST:

The development of acquaintance

as an opportunity for service;

SECOND:

High ethical standards in business

and professions; the recognition

of the worthiness of all useful

occupations; and the dignifying

of each Rotarian’s occupation

as an opportunity to serve soci-

ety;

THIRD:

The application of the ideal of ser-

vice in each Rotarian’s person-

al, business, and community

life;

FOURTH:

The advancement of international

understanding, goodwill, and

peace through a world fellow-

ship of business and profes-

sional persons united in the ide-

al of service.

Exchange Corner — Arisu (Alice) Tara

No report from Alice as Tiffany has given this in her re-
port in Alice’s absence.

Alice has settled in well to her new and final Host Family,
Kelly Barker, and was very fortunate to be taken to
Queensland for their family holiday.

Coming Events:

Next meeting = 15th of April

Changeover Dinner late June
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Rotary Information

www.australianrotaryhealth.org.au/

Australian Rotary Health is one of the largest independent funders of mental health research with-

in Australia.

We also provide funding into a broad range of general health areas, provide scholarships for rural medi-

cal and nursing students, as well as Indigenous health students. Australian Rotary Health provides fund-

ing into areas of health that do not readily attract funding, and promotes findings to the community.

Australian Rotary Health is supported by a number of Rotary Clubs in Australia. We have a broad vision

to improve the health and wellbeing of all Australians.

Australian Rotary Health

Australian Rotary Health offers a number of awards each year within both mental health and general health

areas.

Mental Health Research Grants

Since 2000, Australian Rotary Health has provided funding into mental illness through research project grants. In 2012

the focus narrowed to the mental health of young Australians (0-25 years), and in 2013 research projects focusing on

prevention of mental health disorders were included.

Ian Scott PhD Scholarships

Australian Rotary Health offers Ian Scott PhD scholarships (named after the founder of Australian Rotary Health) for

research undertaken within mental health.

Funding Partner PhD Scholarships

The Funding Partner PhD Scholarship program was introduced in 2004 to enable Rotarians the opportunity to support

research in any area of health.

Research Companion PhD Scholarships

Research Companion Scholarships are PhD scholarships named after their donors. Research Companions (donors)

are able to choose any area of research to fund.

Postdoctoral Fellowships

Three Postdoctoral Fellowships are offered at various times – the Royce Abbey Fellowship, the Geoffrey Betts Fellow-
ship and the Colin Dodds Fellowship (named after the first three chairmen of Australian Rotary Health).
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Rotary International
WATER SUMMIT URGES COLLABORATION TO

QUENCH WORLD’S THIRST

Attendees at Water Summit at Sydney learn

how to create partnerships with the private sec-

tor, nongovernmental organizations, and gov-

ernments to deliver clean water and improved

sanitation facilities in all the world.

Photo Credit: Rotary International/Monika Lozinska

30th of May 2014

The statistics are staggering. Worldwide, 2.5 billion people have no improved sanitation facilities. More than 783
million people lack access to clean drinking water.

But the message at the World Water Summit held Friday in Sydney was encouraging: Rotary members and their

clubs can bring down those numbers through collaborations and partnerships with the private sector, nongovern-

mental organizations, and governments.

"These are scary numbers," said Jenny Da Rin, assistant secretary for the Health and Environmental Safeguards
branch of Australia's Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. "Reducing the numbers is a great challenge, but you
are all here today because you are committed to playing our part in tackling these challenges. This is a wonderful
forum for us to think about how we can do things better, think about how we can work together more effectively,
and think about how we can get better results."

The water summit, the sixth convened by the Water & Sanitation Rotarian Action Group, aimed to match industry
expert knowledge with Rotary-led projects. Brian Cook, a former Rotary district governor, talked about his district's
initiatives with universities on water education in developing countries including Malaysia and India. Event organ-
izers hope that participants took away a better understanding of how they can collaborate and partner with other
organizations.

Seth Womble, a former Rotary Group Study Exchange student, is now partnering his organization, Water Missions
International in South Carolina, United States, with Rotary clubs to take on urban water issues in the U.S.

"Rotary is invaluable when it comes to understanding local needs," he said. "Their knowledge base and matching the
right players with the right connections helps water projects not just succeed but thrive."

"There is a tremendous amount of energy in Rotary water projects," said Tom Thorfinnson, past RI vice president
and member of the management team for the water action group. "These initiatives matter because there are tangi-
ble results. But we can't do it alone. We can be infinitely more successful by working with outside groups."

Breakout sessions focused on collaborating across Rotary's areas of focus, advocacy and education, and monitoring,
evaluation, resolution, and learning. Keynote speakers included Dr. Robert Scott, chair of the Rotary International
Polio Eradication Committee; Braimah Apambire from the Center for International Water and Sustainability and
the Desert Research Institute; Juliet Willetts, Institute for Sustainable Futures, University of Technology; and Peter
Crowley, UNICEF's chief of Polio.



14

Just for thought…………..
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Swap Mart Roster

Please note that when you are on roster you are required to be there from
6.00am to 11.00am, if you are unable to do your roster it is your responsibility
to either swap with someone or find a replacement.

Sandy Jones M: 0425 688 182 E: sandy_jones@iinet.net.au

Swap Mart Notices:

4th Jan 18th Jan 1st Feb 15th Feb 1st Mar 15th Mar

15 Sellers 45 Sellers 39 Sellers 20 Sellers 30 Sellers 29 Sellers

$449.15 $844.00 $682.20 $619.35 $558.55 $566.60

$1,293.15 $1,975.35 $2,594.70 $3,153.25 $3,719.85



Club President

Sally Farr

M: 0430 150 942

Immediate Past
President

Geoff Newby-Butt

M: 0417 184 117

President Elect

Nigel Owen

M: 0439 943 999

Secretary

Midge Gough

M: 0403 843 842

Treasurer

Brian Butterworth

M: 0417 940 324

Treasurer—Elect

Peter Andrews

M: 0452 178 744

Club Service

Darren Meakins

M: 0418 956 727

Youth

Tiffany Dowling

M: 0408 378 330

Community Service

Geoff Newby-Butt

M: 0417 184 117

International /
Vocational Service

Position Vacant

Next Meeting 15th of April

Guest Speaker:

Peter Dhu

Effective Communication and

Public Speaking

Contact Us

Mindarie Bulletin

Editor: Darren Meakins

E: TL50@iinet.net.au

T: 0418 956 727

RC Mindarie Merchandise

Cloe’s Workwear

15C 2359 Marmion Avenue, Jindalee

WA 6036

Tel: 9562 4913

Ask for Mel

Meeting Venue:

Every second Wednesday

Essence Café, Ocean Keys Shopping Centre

5.30 pm for a 5.45 pm start through to approxi-

mately 7.00 pm

Next meeting is on Wednesday the 15th of April

Please RSVP to Midge on

midgeg1950@hotmail.com

To make suggestions or send photo’s to be published on the web-

site please send to Ralph Sirmulis:

Ralph ralphs@email.com


