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Continuing Mindarie’s effort to make a difference in our local community, the 

Club undertook the acquisition, assembly and distribution of Easter Hampers to 

less fortunate families to bring a little Easter cheer to their Easter.

PP Sandy together with Margaret and Cheryl, went out and shopped for items 

that they felt would be suitable for families to help them celebrate Easter. Focus 

was on family “goodies” and not just the usual Easter eggs and chocolates.

Then last Wednesday, the regular Club meeting was a “social” event,  held at a 

conveniently untenanted house, where members set to and assembled the Easter 

Hampers. This “arduous” work 

was facilitated by the provision of 

excellent finger food organised by 

PP Sandy.

Whilst it was difficult to identify suitable 

recipients initially, some 20 hampers 

were  prepared and, in most cases,  Club

members delivered these personally . Others 

were delivered, with Rotary Club of Mindarie branding, by schools chaplains and 

church ministers are reticent about giving out the 

addresses of struggling families.

This is the second Club initiative to help the less 

fortunate in our local community with the first 

being the distribution of Christmas Hampers. 

A third initiative is currently being planned and 

involves the provision of winter “backpacks” to 

the needy and homeless. More information about 

this initiative is set out later in this Bulletin. 

The Club has determined that, in addition to Rypen, 

its signature project will be based around three to four such community 

initiatives during the course of each year – Christmas, Easter, Winter and Spring.

Well done PP Sandy, Cheryl, Margaret, Kelly, SaA Brian, PP Sally, PP Nigel, Alan, 

Jessica and Violet (prospective new members)!

MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN 

OUR COMMUNITYOUR COMMUNITYOUR COMMUNITYOUR COMMUNITY



Raising the CLUB profile 
IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY

The Satterley Group had
approached us to operate
three community BBQs in 
the Catalina estate. 

They would cover our costs and make a donation 
to the Club. We were to cater for 50-100 people 
with Satterley distributing food/drink vouchers to 
60 attendees. Their numbers so far are pretty 
much spot on.

The first, on the 25th March, was manned by 
Brian Butterworth, Margaret and the Folkhards
(Mark and Andrea). Margaret and Mark (the new 
MP for Burns Beach) found that they had 
something in common – they could converse in 
pidgin as Mark had spent time in Lae, PNG.

Sally, Kathy, Dave and  Ralph did the second 
Catalina Community BBQ on 8th April.

For Kathy, our new member prospect, this was 
something new and the rest of us found it quite 
leisurely and different from doing a Bunnings 
sausage sizzle as the numbers are much smaller 
so there is no rush.

This is a good public relations exercise as it 
allows RCM to become more visible in the local 
community and provides a potential to recruit 
new members.

The third and final BBQ is scheduled for the 29th

April with Brian Butterworth, Sandy and the 
Folkhards offering to volunteer again.

Satterly are keen to have the Club involved in 
community events and there are other initiatives 
that they are planning.

� The Northern Hemisphere is 1.5 C degrees The Northern Hemisphere is 1.5 C degrees The Northern Hemisphere is 1.5 C degrees The Northern Hemisphere is 1.5 C degrees 
hotter than the Southern Hemispherehotter than the Southern Hemispherehotter than the Southern Hemispherehotter than the Southern Hemisphere

� The largest lizard in Australia can run as fast as The largest lizard in Australia can run as fast as The largest lizard in Australia can run as fast as The largest lizard in Australia can run as fast as 
Usain BoltUsain BoltUsain BoltUsain Bolt

� Ripe limes are yellowRipe limes are yellowRipe limes are yellowRipe limes are yellow
� Human teeth evolved from fish scalesHuman teeth evolved from fish scalesHuman teeth evolved from fish scalesHuman teeth evolved from fish scales

� Tequila heated to 800C degrees can be made Tequila heated to 800C degrees can be made Tequila heated to 800C degrees can be made Tequila heated to 800C degrees can be made 
into diamondsinto diamondsinto diamondsinto diamonds

� No one knows why we yawnNo one knows why we yawnNo one knows why we yawnNo one knows why we yawn
� Vegetables are four times healthier than fruitVegetables are four times healthier than fruitVegetables are four times healthier than fruitVegetables are four times healthier than fruit
� ItItItIt’s impossible to set fire to a pool of petrol by s impossible to set fire to a pool of petrol by s impossible to set fire to a pool of petrol by s impossible to set fire to a pool of petrol by 

throwing a lit cigarette into itthrowing a lit cigarette into itthrowing a lit cigarette into itthrowing a lit cigarette into it
� “EmailEmailEmailEmail” is a 16is a 16is a 16is a 16thththth century word meaning enamelcentury word meaning enamelcentury word meaning enamelcentury word meaning enamel
� St George is the patron saint of England, St George is the patron saint of England, St George is the patron saint of England, St George is the patron saint of England, 

leprosy and syphilisleprosy and syphilisleprosy and syphilisleprosy and syphilis
� Coffee beans are actually seedsCoffee beans are actually seedsCoffee beans are actually seedsCoffee beans are actually seeds
� Sunflower seeds are actually fruitsSunflower seeds are actually fruitsSunflower seeds are actually fruitsSunflower seeds are actually fruits
� Fruits are the ovaries of plantsFruits are the ovaries of plantsFruits are the ovaries of plantsFruits are the ovaries of plants
� Months that begin on a Sunday will always Months that begin on a Sunday will always Months that begin on a Sunday will always Months that begin on a Sunday will always 

have a Friday the 13thhave a Friday the 13thhave a Friday the 13thhave a Friday the 13th



Mission Statement

To provide specialist treatment for children, from developing 

countries, in the form of life saving and/or dignity restoring surgery 

not accessible to them in their home country

Objectives

• Provide hope and restore dignity 

to transform a child’s life

• Provide the best possible surgical 

and medical expertise

• Engage Rotary and the community at 

all levels to fund and support the ROMAC cause

• To maintain and improve the quality of the 

management process and ensure high quality 

governance of the ROMAC program

ROMAC is able to provide Life Giving surgery to children and babies 

of our nearest Island neighbours because of the support and 

generosity of Rotarians and Rotary Clubs throughout the Rotary 

Districts of Australia and New Zealand.

What’s green, red, purple and orange? Colours.

How many Microsoft programmers does it take to 
change a light bulb? - None, they declare 
darkness to be the new standard.



RCM WINTER 
INITIATIVE
Having completed the
Christmas and Easter  
projects, the Club is 
now planning its Winter 
project.

The objective is to provide essential items to the 
needy and homeless in our community and with Club 
members being involved, not only in the 
aquisition/collection of the items but also  in the 
distribution process.

One initial  concept is to supply backpacks with 
essential items.

Ideally such items are distributed in late June or early 
July.

Initial explorative discussions have been held with a 
number of organisations including H.A.N.D., 
Mercycare and City of Wanneroo to identify what is 
needed by the homeless and needy  and how we might 
distribute collected items. Other organisations that 
may help and advise are Uniting Care West, the

Spiers Centre and the
Salvation Army. There are 
many others.

PP Sally has advised that 
this year’s Rypen Camp 
attendees will be asked to
bring along items that will

be of value to those in need.    

We want to have Club members involved with this                                          
significant project with each have a definite role to 
play in the 5 areas of:

Backpack ManagementBackpack ManagementBackpack ManagementBackpack Management
� Locate
� Acquire  
� RCM branding

Contents Management Contents Management Contents Management Contents Management 
� Determine contents 
� Acquire items
� Storage of items

Recipient ManagementRecipient ManagementRecipient ManagementRecipient Management
� Identify how to distribute
� Liaise with external parties

Awareness managementAwareness managementAwareness managementAwareness management
� Promotion
� Advertising

Donations managementDonations managementDonations managementDonations management
� Schools
� Rotary Clubs
� Local businesses
� Other

We have volunteers to run the BBQ at this event:We have volunteers to run the BBQ at this event:We have volunteers to run the BBQ at this event:We have volunteers to run the BBQ at this event:
o Brian BailyBrian BailyBrian BailyBrian Baily
o Ralph & Myrtle SirmulisRalph & Myrtle SirmulisRalph & Myrtle SirmulisRalph & Myrtle Sirmulis
o Cheryl ShawCheryl ShawCheryl ShawCheryl Shaw
o Sandy jonesSandy jonesSandy jonesSandy jones

SWAP MART
New roster on the website!Making a Difference

A Certificate of 

Appreciation 

presented to Dion 

Clifford at True Blue 

Containers for their 

excellent work with 

our Ampan 

container!

Great thoughts speak only to the thoughtful mind, but great 

actions speak to all mankind. - Theodore Roosevelt



United L a u n c h es New 
Drag-On/Drag-Off Seating

US airline giant United launched an innovative new 
seating class today, which will see 
customers dragged to and from their seats for a 
modest extra fee.

The ‘Drag-on/Drag-off’ fares will be targeted at 
those who simply can’t be bothered to walk to 
their seat, as well as business people who want 
to spend more time on their phone or laptop while 
moving down the aisle.

“It’s a whole new way of looking at airline 
service,” United CEO Oscar Munox said. “While 
some people will want to continue with the 
traditional mode of walking to their own seat, we 
think a lot of customers will appreciate the 
convenience of being physically removed from a 
flight at the end of a busy day”.

Customers will be able to purchase the service –
which will cost around $800 – when they book 
online. Munoz said there will be an extra 
surcharge for those at the back of the plane. 
“It’s what we call a long-haul,” he joked.

- The Shovel

Rotarians Against Malaria is a volunteer-run organization working 

to eliminate malaria. The primary focus of RAM has been the 

distribution of insecticide-treated nets to vulnerable populations in 

Papua New Guinea, the Solomon Islands and more recently, Timor 

Leste. 

RAM was started in the early 1990s from a proposal by Dr Brian 

Handley of the Rotary Club of Chatswood (NSW) who was 

concerned about the surge in malaria incidence after the 

discontinuation of DDT-based malaria control programs. 

In 1997 Ron Seddon and The Rotary Club of Port Moresby initiated 

the highly successful Adopt a Village program to encourage 

Australian Rotary Clubs to fund nets in PNG on a village-by-village 

basis. In 1998 Rotary Australia World Community Service adopted 

RAM as an approved multi-district projectThere are now RAM 

committees in each of the 21 Rotary districts in Australia, which 

raise funds to support programs to control and eliminate malaria.



At school I am in the 2nd grade, 

which is the equivalent on year 11. 

The subjects I take are mathematics, 

english, history, Religion/History, sport, 

music and philosophy. 

School is quite difficult because I don’t 

understand much of what is going on in my 

classes! Sport is probably my favourite class. 

Every lesson it is different. Sometimes we play tennis, 

volleyball, aqua aerobics or even go to adventure parks and 

go cart racing (no permission forms needed!!). Surprisingly 

my maths class is the class I do the most work in. I gave up on 

maths in year 12 but even though the class is in Swedish, the 

maths is the same as I have already learnt in year 10 and 11. 

School here is quite different from school in Australia. Each 

lesson is 75 minutes, with a 15 minute break between each 

class and 35 minutes for lunch. My school days vary in length. 

Every day I start at 8:15 and most days I finish at 2:30, but on 

Tuesday I finish at 3:10 and Thursday 4:05. This varies student 

to student. It is also not uncommon for a teacher to ‘cancel’ a 

class, so I quite often get to go home at 1, or start at 10! 

One thing that is also quite different from Australia is that I 

call my teachers by there first name! Even the principal! Even 

though I am in the 2nd grade, my classes have a mix of 

grades, 1, 2 and 3 (10, 11 and 12). However currently the 3rd 

graders are sitting their final exams so they aren't at school. 

The exam process is also different from Australia. For 

example, I have a friend in the 2nd with me who has already 

sat her english final exam this year even though she is not in 

the 3rd grade. The exams are also 6hours long!!!! I thought 3 

hours was bad enough! However they do get to take snacks 

into the exam with them. 

Another thing that is different is no uniforms! The first week 

this was nice being able to choose what I wear, but now I am 

missing the easiness of just throwing on my uniform everyday 

and not having to think about what to wear!! 

Best of all of the differences about school in Finland is lunch. 

Everyday at school I get a free hot lunch! And it is always 

really yummy! We have soups, casseroles and pastas bakes 

and things like that, always with salad, vegetables and 

crackers, and sometimes bread. 

One thing that I am quite amazed with is the way they teach 

language! In my english class they don't speak a word of 

Swedish! My host parents are primary school teachers so I 

have visited their schools too and given some talks about 

Australia to the 5th and 6th graders in english. They too 

understood a lot of what I was saying and I was able to have 

conversations with them in English. Comparing this to myself, 

I learnt in Italian from grades 3 to 5 and french 6 to 9, and 

there is no way I could have a conversation with anyone in 

Italian or french now or back then! And already my Swedish is 

already much better after 2 months than my 3 years of 

learning french and 2 years of Italian.

MUSINGS FROM PERRI - Continued

I was also lucky enough to attend the 

school Ball. It was quite different as 

well from ball in Australia! 

Firstly, instead of a ball date, I had a

‘pair’, which was chosen by pulling a 

name out of a hat! So everyone had a 

pair and no one was left out.

The ball was organised by the 2nd 

graders for the 3rd graders so they 

also got to attend. 

The students did everything! 

The  teachers hardly 

organised a thing! I spent 

the day of the ball helping 

them set up which was 

really fun!

It was also much more 

formal than Australian ball. 

Boys wore  gloves and there 

were rules about how to wear my scarf and what kind of 

shoes I should have! The ball began with each of the 3rd 

graders, also known as the Abi (their version of leavers), 

being introduced to the parents in their pairs. The parents 

left and then us second graders got to enter. We spent most 

of the evening sitting and talking. 

We had a three course meal and those who were 18 were 

given a glass of wine of as well. In between courses, there 

was a speech from the principal and the student council 

president. The second graders had also written funny little 

poems for each of the Abi (well I assume they were funny, 

people were laughing, they were in Swedish so I didn't 

understand!), which were read out a few at a time between 

the courses. 

When we had finished eating then it was time to dance. 

There were 2 compulsory dances. We did a waltz, that must 

be done with your pair, and then a jazzy conga line thing, 

then we were free to dance with who ever and how ever. 

I had so much fun! I think I may have even enjoyed it more 

than my ball in Australia! 

Straight after the ball, the 3rd graders all headed to the local 

nightclub with the teachers to party the night away. The 2nd 

graders had an afterparty of their own. The day following the 

ball is “Baby day” for the 2nd graders. They all dressed up as 

babies for the day. I have no idea why, but it is tradition. I 

asked many times why, but no one knew, its just what 

happens! At 11o’clock they ran around the school, and the 

neighbouring school chanting, “ABI ABI ABI 2018”, which is 

when they will be the Abi and graduate. 

To be continued next Bulletin

RYE student

In Finland 

Host Sister Ellen, host parents 

and I at my ball 


