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“We are a membership 

organisation first. If we want to 

achieve the goals we’ve set for 

ourselves, we need to put 

membership first. All of us have 

a responsibility to take -

membership seriously, not only 

by inviting prospective 

members, but also by making 

sure new members are 

welcomed into clubs that offer 

them something of value. If you 

see someone walk into a 

meeting and hesitate, be sure 

that person has a place to sit and 

is part of the conversation. If 

you’re enthusiastic about a 

Rotary programme, make sure 

your club knows about it and 

knows how to get involved. If 

you see a need in your 

community, talk about it at this 

week’s meeting. If we want to be 

part of an organisation that’s 

strong, that’s active, that’s 

having an impact — start at 

home, and Be the Inspiration in 

Rotary..”

Barry Rassin, RI President
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Our impact starts with our members —the people who 

work sincerely with their clubs to solve some of our 

communities’ immediate challenges.

Diversity is a source of innovation, as well as one of Rotary’s core values. Having 

members from different backgrounds, ethnicities and cultures give our clubs a 

broader understanding of the community, its challenges and possible solutions. 

Apart from growth, we need to work on retention.

Rotary International has conducted extensive research globally on the reasons 

members leave their clubs. The result: Members who leave within the first year 

do so because they were not fully informed about the responsibilities of 

membership before joining or were not fully educated about Rotary after joining.

I have seen for myself in renowned clubs, retention rates are higher, as 

members feel valued because they feel their contribution makes a 

difference. These clubs do regular classification assessments looking for new 

classifications that come out of economic and industrial developments in their 

respective cities. Probably in the early sixties there was no Computer and IT 

services related classifications. That was the time IBM and ICL entered the 

country and that was the beginning of the classification called “Data 

Processing”. Today new classifications are opening up every week with the 

expansion of industry, trade and technology in different sectors.

Success of retention is not merely retaining members and engaging 

them. Membership retention is keeping those members involved and excited 

about the club every day. Plan programmesat least once in two months where 

the club members interact with one another in an informal ambience and build 

positive dynamics. This exercise will lead to forming a successful team of 

Rotarians that knows each other’s strengths and weaknesses well and can 

support one another.

Let us request fellow Rotarians to identify people they know in their local 

communities who would be assets to the club —an important step in 

membership growth. Encourage others to invite prospective members to club 

meetings, service projects and community events so that they can see how your 

club helps the community and provides opportunities to form connections and 

friendships.

ENGAGE YOUR MEMBERS TO ENGAGE YOUR MEMBERS TO ENGAGE YOUR MEMBERS TO ENGAGE YOUR MEMBERS TO 

RETAIN THEMRETAIN THEMRETAIN THEMRETAIN THEM July 2018

C Basker. Director,

Rotary International



As President Jessica is on leave, PP Sally opened the meeting at 

6:15pm.

Member apologies were delivered and Dave was asked to give 

the toast. He did so with the hope that this Club will grow and 

prosper.

As regards makeups, PP Ralph mentioned his attendance at the 

D9455 Membership Committee meeting and Lois advised of 

her attendance at the RYE briefing for new students.

Incoming correspondence covered a request for volunteers 

from WA Goalball for their event in October. PP Sally felt that 

we should support this request as one of the organisers had 

contributed (as a photographer) to the annual Rypen camps 

over the years. 

There was discussion about the proposed joint meeting with RC 

Joondalup on the 22nd August. Points raised included:

• Ralph has created an event on Facebook and this invites 

partners and guests as well

• Ralph advised that RCJ had not discussed it at their previous 

meeting as expected and had been advised that it would be 

discussed at their last Monday’s meeting. No advice has yet 

been received.

• It was agreed that user pays would be the policy as regards 

food and drink

• No one has been appointed coordinator

• Ralph to follow up with RCJ about their attendance and 

issue invitations to all members and RC Wanneroo as well.

As to business matters:

• RCM has declined participation in the junior 4WT as the 

timeframe set is far too short. Likewise, for some reason, 

D9455 has brought forward the senior 4WT heats and semi-

finals.

Brian has been in touch with Butler College and also 

received a response from Kinross.

• Brian advised that Bunnings Mindarie is having a 

Community Information Night on the 17th September and 

that we should have some members attending. He noted 

that in the email from Bunnings it was surprising to see 

many organisations that were well out of the Bunnings 

Mindarie catchment area who seem to be allowed to run 

sizzles.

• Ralph advised that Mercycare were looking to borrow our 

BBQ equipment and hopefully some volunteers for the 

RUOK event on Thursday 13th Sept. Unfortunately most of 

our members are employed and unable to attend.

• Ralph advised that RC Wanneroo had touched in asking if 

we were OK for the Wanneroo Show gates. He advised that 

we did intend to man the gate as in the past but that we did 

not have a coordinator of the event at this stage.

• Brian raised the issue of naming of our Club as he had noted 

that there were clubs that referred to themselves as “Rotary 

nnnn” rather than “Rotary Club of nnnnn”. There was a 

general view that this shortened version was much more 

friendly and acceptable.

WEDNESDAY 8th AUGUST

at PORTOFINOS RESTAURANT

• In line with the President’s decision, Fiona will be doing the 

agenda for the special meeting on the 22nd August. There 

was brief discussion about the process that the meeting 

should take and who does what. PP Sally and Brian agreed 

to assist Fiona.

• Treasurer Fiona gave an update of her visit to the Bank to 

change the account access. Requirements need to be 

minuted. Reference was made to the documents provided 

by Karina in this regard.

The agenda included a brief session of “getting to know each 

other” by each member discussing their background. As Brian 

conceived the idea, he started by telling us about his family and 

how the Butterworths have contributed to Australia’s 25 

million population. Brian is one of 12 siblings. It was very 

interesting with members adding their own anecdotes/history.

 Next meeting is the 22nd August  which is a special occasion

 The following meeting will be on 5th Sept’

 The meeting on the 19th Sept will be a 4WT heat.

The meeting concluded at7:31

President Jessica 

and David  in 

Vietnam

= Move one match?

The square root of 1 equals 1

VII=I



A proud and confident genius makes a bet with an idiot.

The genius says, "Hey idiot, every question I ask you that 

you don't know the answer, you have to give me $5. And if 

you ask me a question and I can't answer yours I will give 

you $5,000."

The idiot says, "Okay."

The genius then asks, "How many continents are there in 

the world?" The idiot doesn't know and hands over the $5.

The idiot says, "Now me ask: what animal stands with two 

legs but sleeps with three?"

The genius tries and searches very hard for the answer but 

gives up and hands over the $5,000.

The genius says, "Dang it, I lost. By the way, what was the 

answer to your question?"

The idiot hands over $5.

The Wilde West Bike Tour is a socially competitive 

team/individual event raising community awareness 

and funds for charity.

Whilst the emphasis on The Wild West Bike Tour

is on participation and community engagement,

funds raised assist our primary beneficiary;

WA Police Legacy in their support of surviving 

families of deceased police officers.

Proceeds will also support Rotary Club of Batavia 

Coast and their charities including local, state

and National and International that it supports.

WILD WEST BIKE TOUR 
(WWBT)

 Most toilets flush in E flat.
 Approximately 40,000 Americans are injured by 

toilets each year.
 All swans in England belong to the queen.
 No piece of square paper can be folded more than 

7 times in half.
 The “hashtag” key on your keyboard (#) is called 

an octotroph.
 Sherlock Holmes NEVER actually said, 

“Elementary, my dear Watson.”
 Judge Judy makes $45 million a year.

 A pound of houseflies contains more protein than 
a pound of beef.

 Your body is creating and killing 15 million red 
blood cells per second!

 The two-foot long bird called a Kea that lives in 
New Zealand likes to eat the strips of rubber 
around car windows!

 A group of geese on the ground is a gaggle, a 
group of geese in the air is a skein!

 A 'jiffy' is an actual unit of time for 1/100th of a 
second!

 Rice paper does not have any rice in it!
 In Tennessee, it is against the law to drive a car 

while sleeping.
 In Kentucky, it's the law that a person must take a 

bath once a year.



In a though provoking address to RC Pakuranga’s
meeting Sylvie Wilkinson outlined the results of exit and 
entry surveys she had carried out on behalf of District.
The purpose of the surveys was to endeavour to collect 
evidence as to the motivation for people joining Rotary 
and leaving Rotary.
Some clubs are thriving, energetic and vibrant. Others 
are in their death throes, dying peacefully without a 
succession plan in place. The exit survey of Rotarians 
who had left their club within the last 3 months of the 
time the survey was carried out showed a predominant 
age grouping of 60 to 70 leaving.

The main reasons:-
• Too few community projects 60%;
• Club culture 50%;
• Lacking networks 40%;
• Work/family reasons 20%;
• Age, health 20%.
A survey of those who had just joined Rotary revealed a 
gender imbalance of 65% female and 35% male. The 
reasons given for wanting to join:-
• Community projects 100%;
• Networking 70%;
• Friends/social 65%;
• Proximity 60%;
• Profile 50%.

There were two standout takeaways from the survey –
100% of the newbies joined because they were interested 
in meaningful community projects and 60% of those 
exiting Rotary listed the lack of community projects as a 
factor in their decision to leave. 70% of those joining 
indicated networking was a factor in attracting them to 
Rotary while 40% of those leaving felt Rotary provided 
them with insufficient networking opportunities. While 
clubs frequently concentrate on attractions like good 
speakers, financial accessibility for young members and 
early responsibility given to new members, it is vital the 
community projects and networking retain a high 
priority in the operations of every club.

WHAT ATTRACTS NEW WHAT ATTRACTS NEW WHAT ATTRACTS NEW WHAT ATTRACTS NEW 
ROTARIANSROTARIANSROTARIANSROTARIANS????

- from RC Pakuranga NZ/RDU

Sylvie went on to outline the success she has 
experienced with a Rotary Think Tank formed from local 
school principals and responsible professionals in the 
health and education sector. The group is of mixed 
ethnicity and demography but all have integrity and 
community spirit.

They were anxious to become involved in a club that had 
flexibility, fun and a clear benevolent purpose where 
there were expectations and limitations and they had 
knowledge of how things worked.
They were not interested in hierarchal systems, talk 
fests, traditions or meetings for meetings sake.
Three of the initial group of twenty have since joined 
various Rotary Clubs.
The group has come up with a list of projects, many 
involving assisting young people. They would fit in well 
as an auxiliary club.
The question left hanging – is Pakuranga up for the 
challenge?
Sylvie works tirelessly for Rotary as evidenced by 6 
PHF’s and has a long history of identifying and bringing 
to our club opportunities for community service.

Blankets for the HomelessBlankets for the HomelessBlankets for the HomelessBlankets for the Homeless
Another great project this month has been 
the blankets for the homeless and needy project 
which is a partnership between Qantas and Rotary 
where about 3500 surplus Qantas blankets are being 
distributed. The distribution of the blankets is a joint 
initiative involving both Rotary Districts in Western 
Australia.
DG Charles would like to thank Melissa Roosendaal 
from the Rotary Club of Nedlands who provided 
temporary storage for the blankets prior to being 
picked up by the 23 Rotary Clubs in WA who are 
participating in the project.
Also thanks are given to Mike Terry and his son Kevin 
from the Belmont Rotary Club who provided free of 
charge a Hertz Rental Truck to move the blankets into 
storage. The photo below shows DG Robyn Yates from 
9465 and DG Charles, together with his wife Lorna and 
members of the Rotary Club of Matilda Bay who spent a 
day transferring the blankets to storage.



Goalball is an exciting team sport for blind and 

vision impaired children and adults. It is played by 3 

players (3vs3), on a volleyball sized court, with all 

players blindfolded.

The ball contains noise bells so the athlete is able to 

track the ball on court. The court has raised taped 

lines so the athletes can feel their way around. The 

object of the game is to score goals against the 

opponent.

From Thursday October 4th – Sunday October 7th, 

2018, Goalball Western Australia, will be hosting the 

38th Australian National Goalball Championships 

at Perth Modern School, in West Perth. Athletes 

from Australian states will be flying in to attend. 

There will be approximately 100 athletes.

Running this event requires 

volunteer staffing. At this 

stage we require volunteers 

for various tasks, which is 

including, but not limited to, 

helping us run a breakfast 

BBQ daily, people as goal judges (this can be taught 

at an earlier date), helping in the canteen, and 

escorts to assist in guiding competitors around the 

unfamiliar sports ground. It is preferable that these 

are the same people each day, but does not need to 

be.

We are seeking your assistance in the provision of 

such persons during the above dates between 7am 

and 5.00 pm (Sunday 7am till 12pm).

SPECIAL CLUB MEETING
WEDNESDAY 22ND AUGUST  

5:45 FOR 6:15PM

PORTOFINOS RESTAURANT

 Presentation by PDG Lindsay Dry of our 
first Paul Harris Fellow award to PP Sally 
Farr

 Recognition of D9455 Communications 
award to the Club

 Recognition of Mayor Tracy Roberts as 
an Honorary Member of the Club

 Guest Speaker:  Tanya Cairns, President
Homeless, At risk, Needy, Disadvantaged, 
North of the River Inc ("H.A.N.D Nor Inc")
who will speak about the homeless and
needy in our area and how we might 
help

Rotarians, partners and guests most 
welcome.

Food /drinks can be ordered at your own cost

Rotary
Mindarie

Betoota based anti-plastic campaigner and eco-warrior Mia Bowler (25) 

has today conceded that she probably won’t be drinking out of the tap 

on her next trip to South East Asia.

The PR graduate and social media activist has confirmed that while she 

has done away with coffee cups and single-use straws, water straight 

from the source in Bali might be a leap too far.

Bowler has raked in social media accolades from like-minded 

individuals over the last few months with her incredible efforts to save 

our planet.

From posting about giving up packaging on fruit and vegetables to 

picking up a piece of plastic every single time she goes to the beach, 

young Bowler’s life has been the epitome of a mover and shaker.

Bowler, however, is now off to Bali, Indonesia, where she will be 

enjoying a holiday, and faces her next challenge; the fact that she can’t 

preach about using her own water bottle because drinking out of the tap 

will make her poor little first world tummy all upset.

Bowler told us that unfortunately, the sad reality of the matter is that she 

will have to drink bottled water when she is overseas.

“Yeah I am sad that the West’s desire for a cheap holiday has 

completely destroyed the culture and environment of places like Bali, 

but it’s just such an awesome place to unwind after a stressful few 

months at my agency,” Bowler said.

“And besides, I’m not just going there for yoga retreats and villas. I’m 

going to be stopping into a couple of schools while I’m there to teach 

kids how to recycle the different types of plastics. So don’t say I’m a 

passive bystander!”

“In truth, people can 

generally make time for what 

they choose to do; it is not 

really the time but the will 

that is lacking.“

- Sir John Lubbock

VOCAL ANTI-PLASTIC CAMPAIGNER 

PROBABLY GONNA STICK TO 

BOTTLED WATER IN BALI



Without The Rotary Foundation’s Endowment Fund, 
our efforts would be for naught. The endowment is 
the backbone of Rotary’s efforts around the world, 
providing access to the time, talent, and resources 
needed to make a difference. 
Our goal of building the Endowment Fund to $2.025 
billion by 2025 and this year’s fundraising goal of 
$380 million are surely some of the most important 
tasks at hand for our organisation.
Your financial support has made possible every 
single thing that Rotary has done over the years. 
But what’s equally essential — and might sometimes 
be in danger of being overlooked — is your 
participation.
Without you, Rotary is nothing. The Foundation 
needs your presence, your input, and your creative 
mind just as much as it needs your generous 
financial backing. Your Rotary club needs you to be 
there at meetings — not to warm a chair, but to 
engage, to inspire.
You don’t need to wait for someone to ask you to 
chair a committee or be a club officer to begin to 
transform your Rotary journey. There’s a place in 
Rotary for all of you to step up and become people 
of action.
Be engaged. Working with your club on service 
projects that qualify for District Designated Funds is 
one way to participate and use your voice to make 
a real difference. If your club has no service 
projects that interest you, work on getting some 
new ones underway. Carry out community 
assessments to find out how we can best use our 
resources to create positive change.

YOUR FOUNDATION NEEDS YOU!
Ron D Burton

Foundation Trustee Chair

42.7% of all statistics are made up 

on the spot. 

87-YEAR-OLD Betty Smith has been collecting used stamps for 
charity for nearly 30 years, recently handing over a record 33kg 
box of them to help the needy.
The Inglewood resident is a familiar face at businesses in East 
Perth, the CBD, West Perth and Subiaco, as she goes stamp 
hunting twice a week.
“I don’t even have to ask,” she says.
After 27 years, all the office staff know her as the “stamp lady”.
MsSmith hands them over to Rotary, which sends them to 
Oxfam, which then auctions them off to collectors for about $3 
per 120 grams (so MsSmith’s 33kg box raises $825).
The money’s then used for charity projects like eliminating 
tuberculosis in Nepal, or setting up an emergency hospital in 
India.



The National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) has joined 

forces with Channel 9 and Rotary Australia on a 

national fundraising drive to support drought-affected 

farming families.

The peak body representing Australian agriculture, the 

NFF says the initiative is in direct response to calls from 

everyday Australians wanting to help.

“The NFF has been overwhelmed with the number of 

enquiries we’ve received from individuals and the 

corporate community – all big-hearted Aussies wanting 

to know how to donate to support our farming families in 

need,” NFF President Fiona Simson said.

“To direct the generosity of Australians to 

the farmers who need it most, the NFF is calling for 

donations to the 2018 Drought Relief Fund – a 

partnership between the NFF, Rotary Australia and 

Channel 9.”

As a registered charitable organisation, Rotary Australia 

will collect and administer the donations. All donations 

will be entirely tax deductible.The NFF will then direct 

funding to the relief organisations best placed to make 

an impact for farmers on the ground.

“Our number one priority is connecting the generosity of 

donors with farmers via programs that are targeted, 

highly-reputable and that are really making a 

difference,” Ms Simson said.

“We’ll ensure 100% of funds collected are applied to the 

large gambit of needs currently being experienced 

by farmers, including fodder and water shortages; help 

with everyday living expenses and access to health and 

financial support services.”

“We rely on our farmers every day to grow the food and 

fibre we all enjoy.

“Right now, these farmers are doing it tough and they 

deserve our help.” 

"The 2018 Drought Relief Fund will be promoted across 

Channel 9’s national programming spanning news, 

sport and entertainment as well as on social media -

starting today on the network's top-rating Today Show."

Currently 99% of New South Wales is experiencing 

drought conditions with swathes of Queensland 

managing up to seven years of drought and below 

average rainfall. Parts of Victoria and South Australia 

are also experiencing extreme dry conditions. 

To find out more or to donate to the 2018 Drought Relief 

Fund visit www.rawcs.org.au

HELP OUT


